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The Salton Sea:
Background

= History
= Scale
= Changes over time

= Ecological value
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Salton Sea Elevation & Salinity
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Drivers of Change

- Lower inflows
- [ID-SDCWA water transfer
- changes in Mexico
- NO surplus
- cropping changes

 Urbanization

* Ag changes/BMPs & TMDLSs

» Climate change
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Salton Sea Elevation and Salinity
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Agenda Number 10.
Attachment 1.

LBDCP Reductions

Lake Mexico
AZ AZ NV NV NV CA CA
Mead AZ Total CA Total| USBR |Minute| Total
. 2007 Plan 2007 Plan Total 2007 Plan
Elovarion| (2007) | (Plan) (2007) | (Plan) (2007) | (Plan) B
1,090-
1075 0| 192,000 192,000 0 8,000 8,000 0 0 0| 100,000 0| 300,000
1,075-
1 050 320,000 | 192,000 512,000( 13,000 8,000| 21,000 0 0 0| 100,000 50,000 683,000
1,050-
1 045 400,000 | 192,000 | 592,000| 17,000 8,000| 25,000 0| 100,000 70,000 787,000
110::5 400,000 | 240,000 | 640,000| 17,000| 10,000| 27,000 200000 | 100,000| 70,000| 1,037,000
1,040-
1035 400,000 | 240,000 | 640,000| 17,000| 10,000 27,000 250000 | 100,000 70,000| 1,087,000
1,035-
1.030 400,000 | 240,000 | 640,000| 17,000| 10,000 27,000 300000 | 100,000 70,000| 1,137,000
1,030-
1.025 400,000 | 240,000 640,000 17,000 10,000| 27,000 350000 | 100,000 70,000| 1,187,000

<1,025| 480,000 240,000 720,000 20,000 10,000 30,000 350000| 100,000| 125,000| 1,325,000

*Minute 319 reductions extend through 2017. Assume reductions continue in Minute 32X.

Source: Information Brief to CAP Board, Jan. 5, 2017






Ecological Importance

More than 420 bird species recorded at
and around the Sea

90% of western population of American
White pelicans (> 30,000)

Over 40,000 ruddy ducks (half of ruddies
in Pacific Flyway)

Important breeding habitat'for many
species of ducks, rails, herons, and others



Air Quality

« CV and IV ‘serious non-attainment areas’ for

PM10 (small dust particles)
 Currently about 261 tons/day of PM10 in basin

» 26.5 sg. miles of lakebed exposed by 2018 —
responsibility of individual landowners

- as much as 150 sg. miles of exposed lakebed
- Potentially, additional 100 tons/day of PM10



Further Reading

resources.ca.gov/salton-sea/

www.waterboards.ca.gov/waterrights/w
ater_Issues/programs/salton_sea/

www.lid.com/water/salton-sea-initiative
pacinst.org/issues/salton-sea/

ca.audubon.org/conservation/birds-
salton-sea

WWW.usbr.gov/lc/region/programs/salton
sea.html



