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Salton Sea Myths 
  

 Accidental Sea 

 Birds will go elsewhere 

 Current actions ok 

 Ocean Pipeline a solution 

 Intractable Issue 

 



• CO River Delta  

• Lake Cahuilla 

• Birds don’t care 

Accidental  

Salton Sea 



Birds will go elsewhere? 

“California has lost more than 90 percent of its 

wetlands since European discovery, more than 

any other state.” – CA SWRCB fact sheet 



 

Progress to Date 



Red Hill Bay

Torres Martinez Wetlands

SCH Phase 1

Backbone Infrastructure ??

SSRREI Habitat & AQ ??

New River West
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Playa exposed (annual)

Playa exposed (cumulative)

(after 2015)

530 acres

55 acres

640 acres

1300 acres

2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

1,100 acres 2,300 acres 5,200 acres 8,700 acres 12,900 acres

1,100 acres 1,200 acres 2,900 acres 3,500 acres 4,200 acres

13,000

Schedule from April 2016 “Shovel-Ready” report to CA Legislature 



Pipelines? 

Source: 

pacinst.org/publication/salton-sea-

importexport-plans/ 



The Intractable Salton Sea 

Water –  

Stakeholder support –  

Funding –   

Leadership – ? 

Long-term Commitment – X  



The Intractable Salton Sea 

Consensus, no regrets solutions 

Proven projects  

Phased, incremental, functional  

Habitat, dust control, geothermal 

Federal O&M $$ 



 

Reclamation/USGS Saline Habitat Pond  





Sunset “The Salton Sea is a beautiful, 
valuable and critically threatened 

environmental resource. The political 
will to save it is now greater than 

ever before.” 

 
Congressman George Brown Jr. 

(1920-1999) 
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