
1



19 NASA Earth Observing Satellite Missions, many collaborations with other federal 
agencies such as USGS or NOAA, or international collaborations with JAXA (Japanese 
Aerospace Exploration Agency)  

GRACE (Gravity Recovery and Climate Experiment) ended in October 2017 but GRACE-
FO scheduled to launch 4/14/18 from Vandenberg AFB 
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UAVSAR Sacramento Delta High Tide Flight Lines https://uavsar.jpl.nasa.gov/cgi-
bin/report.pl?planID=PLAN_11061#map

Flight Line detail: https://uavsar.jpl.nasa.gov/cgi-
bin/product.pl?jobName=SDelta_33502_11062_004_110829_L090_CX_01#data
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UAVSAR Sacramento Delta High Tide Flight Lines https://uavsar.jpl.nasa.gov/cgi-
bin/report.pl?planID=PLAN_11061#map

Flight Line detail: https://uavsar.jpl.nasa.gov/cgi-
bin/product.pl?jobName=SDelta_33502_11062_004_110829_L090_CX_01#data

Delta detail: http://www.deltacouncil.ca.gov/sites/default/files/2015/07/2015-7-21-
BrownBagSeminar-DeltaScienceProgram-CathleenJones.pdf
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S

Emphasize not trying to reinvent wheel or displace anyone

27 federal agencies that have a mandate related to water

We want to learn more bc we want to be sensitive to the mandates of our federal partners.  
We want to work with agencies, not against

Focus on local, state, and Federal stakeholders and data users
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Don’t reinvent the wheel.

Success Strategy

• The WWAO will maintain an awareness of 
Western water challenges and where NASA 
may have a unique ability to make an 
impact.

• Match “needs” to NASA capabilities.
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• Develop and maintain “WWAO Core 
Capabilities”. 

• “Effective and sustained” stakeholder 
engagement. 

• Unique “application transition” support. 

WWAO plans to develop projects 
using a variety of approaches.

• Directed, “pull”, and innovative project 
development

S

WWAO management and SEWG 33 stakeholder meetings throughout the year. 

By meetings, we’ve invited folks to JPL for in-depth meetings, we held focused meetings at 
stakeholder institutions, we’ve presented at workshops, forums, meetings. DEWS, WSWC, 
ASCE…

Boundary orgs like USDM and DEWS

Ten Academic institutions througout the U.S

Some basins may need more love and attention.

Extreme events are a big concern. What are the trends? Resources. CA big bucks, AK no 
bucks.

USDA, NOAA RISAs, CADWR, USGS, Marty Ralph, 
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Guiding Philosophy: Understanding decision needs & contexts is critical to project 
formulation & implementation.

ACTION: Conduct Rapid Needs Assessment and Colorado Basin Market Survey. Annual 
updates for other regions or topics.

GUIDING PHILOSOPHY: Long-term relationships with water management community are 
essential to develop trust.

ACTION: 

Develop and maintain sustained engagement

Assess outcomes and impacts
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Without the decision context we did not get to the level of specificity we needed to develop 
requirements. 

What are the needs? Without preconceived notions. Trying desparately not to get to 
solutions.
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CA program to fallow land during the drought. Needed a way to assess effectiveness of the 
program.
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Airborne Snow Observatory -
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