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“Develop a shortage plan or I will do it for you…”



December 13, 2007, Secretary Kempthorne
approves Colorado River Interim Guidelines



Effective through 2026

Key provisions of Guidelines

Surplus and Shortage 
Provisions

Establishment of 
Intentionally Created 
Surplus (ICS)

Coordinated Reservoir 
Operations
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Dispute over ICS delivery during shortage

Identifying which agencies takes what amount 
of shortages if Mead falls below 1,025’



Development of Drought Contingency Plan



“Approve the DCP or I will take action to protect 
Lake Mead…”
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May 21, 2019, Department of Interior and States 
approve Colorado River Drought Contingency Plan



Water use reductions triggers for each state

In addition to existing shortage amounts

Goal is to avoid reaching critically low levels

Provides flexibility during shortages

Delivery of ICS stored in Lake Mead
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MWD in Discussions with IID

No later than end of 2020, USBR to initiate 
negotiations of the new guidelines

MWD developing a position paper to guide 
negotiations




