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“ Before, there used to be a lot of water,
Everything was good, there were beavers,
We gathered herons’ eggs to eat,
There were plenty of deer, fish, birds,
We cultivated squash, watermelon, yurimuri beans…

Onesimo Gonzalez,
Cucapa Tribe Chief, 
Mexicali, 1999

And with time, everything changed,
The river disappeared,
The fish disappeared,
People suffered much…

We dug the riverbed to find water, 
And we found only salty water to drink.
The river was gone…”



The Role of Philanthropy in the Colorado River Basin



Role of Philanthropy -Community 
Foundations - in the Colorado River 
Basin

• Community Foundations are dedicated to 
improving the lives of people in a defined local 
geographic area.

• They bring together the financial resources of 
individuals, families, and businesses to support 
effective nonprofits in their communities.

• Attract a diversity of funding even from outside 
the region, pooling resources to address critical 
issues (i.e., their region’s water security).

• Community Foundations have strongest 
connections to all stakeholders in a region. 



Water Managers and 
Community Foundations can 
further collaborate in the CR 
Basin. 



The Environmental Initiatives of San Diego Foundation prioritize leadership 
and philanthropic investment to guide our region to a more sustainable path of 
economic growth and a higher quality of life.

OUTDOOR ACCESS CLIMATE & EQUITY 
INITIATIVES

BINATIONAL 
RESILIENCE INITIATIVE



• Freshwater, groundwater, and coastal resources are fluid across boundaries
• Water security determines food security and economic prosperity
• Social and economic interconnectedness is as highest along the US-MX border.
• This is a unique strength for our region to adapt and thrive.

Identifying and leveraging our strengths in the Cali Baja region to adapt to the 
effects of climate change and thrive. 

Why as a binational region?
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