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Who Will Pay For Climate Change?

Who Is Protected?
Who is Paying the Price Now?



1850 - Act for the Government 
and Protection of Indians
1851 - California Land Claims 
Act
1913 - Alien Land Law 
1914 – Water Commission Act
1928 – Waste and 
Unreasonable Use
1983 – National Audubon 
Society Decision
1991 -  §1707 Instream Flow

HISTORICAL CONTEXT
WATER RIGHTS

https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/0/0d/California_Clipper_500.jpg



The Result is Reliance on an 
Imbalanced, Unsustainable System

https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/waterrights/water_issues/programs/fully_appropriated_streams/ https://www.sfchronicle.com/california/article/merced-river-water-california-19962746.php



An Imbalanced System Leads to a 
Bare Minimum Approach

Mill, Deer, and Antelope Creeks

Scott and Shasta River Watersheds

https://water.ca.gov/programs/groundwater-management/sgma-
groundwater-management



Conservation and Equity

AB 755, Papan (2023), Water Demand Analysis

AB 1827, Papan (2024), Higher Use Parcels

https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/conservation/regs/docs/conservation-a-way-of-life.pdf



AB 2108, Rivas (2022), Water 
Policy Environmental Justice
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